














INSURING
OUR FUTURE
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Urban parks, the large regional parks on our city edges,
and the great national parks and reserves of Australia
and New Zealand are real and tangible assets of
extraordinary value — economically, environmentally,
culturally and socially. They are a vital part of the
physical and social infrastructure of our nations.

Large healthy park systems will form a critical part
of our response to deal effectively with the increasing
pressures of climate change, population growth and
urban expansion. Parks will help ‘insure’ our future.
We must invest more seriously in parks to ensure
that they continue to deliver their current benefits
and can be used for further benefit in the future.

It is time that we started treating parks as the critical
global assets that they are by taking the following
essential steps.

Greening our cities,
building our reserves

We need to extend our parks in cities and
towns, on the urban periphery, and across the
landscape and seascape. Our urban landscapes
need plentiful and varied parks and green space
connected by more cycling and walking trails.

Beyond our cities and towns, we need to continue
to build comprehensive, adequate and representative
systems of protected areas and encourage
conservation on all types of public and private land.

The task is urgent.

Valuing our parks

Traditionally, the value of parks, particularly their
economic value, has not been estimated and thus

the cost of failing to maintain these assets has not
been fully considered. All assets — bricks and mortar,
intellectual property, institutions, social networks

— must be maintained or they will deteriorate.

Our parks are no exception. We must continue

to support research that evaluates, quantifies

and communicates the many values and benefits

of parks as a basis for continued investment.

Working together for healthy parks

The future of parks is collaborative and inclusive.
The Healthy Parks Healthy People program — state
parks bodies working with sporting and health
organisations — promulgates the link between

a healthy parks system and wellbeing. This
collaborative approach is the way of the future.

Nature conservation has also moved well

beyond federal and state government and the
environment movement to include Indigenous
people, private landowners, private land trusts,
community groups, schools, local governments and
corporations. It is, after all, in everyone’s interest.

In the future we need mechanisms to build bridges
and link portfolios, creating partnerships for industry
improvement and development. They must also extend
internationally to share knowledge and expertise.




Managing parks for survival
under climate change

Australia and New Zealand are forecast to
experience a variety of climatic changes.
Changing weather patterns will deepen threats to
native plants, wildlife and their habitats. Good
management practices, such as fire management
and pest control, will be even more important.

A 2007 report from WWF-Australia and the
IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas
stressed three priorities to assist nature to survive:

expand parks and protected areas to secure key
refuges for species; manage threatening processes,
particularly feral animals and weeds; and maximise
linkages and connectivity in the broader landscape
to ensure natural processes can continue.*

Investing in our future

The evidence in this document demonstrates
the benefits of our parks to environmental,
economic and social health. It calls, loudly
and strongly, for increased investment in parks,
and in their management and promotion.
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We are intrinsically linked
to our environment.

How we manage the cumulative
threats to nature of climate
change and rapid urbanisation
will determine the social,
cultural and economic viability
of our communities.

Ultimately, environmental
health is the foundation of
human health and wellbeing.
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Disclaimer
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